
April 29, 2022 – STEM School Info 04/029 

  

Parents/Guardians,  

  

We are heading into the final stretch of the year! Please note we are right in the thick of the state 

testing window at this time. It is important for each student who is testing to be present and on 

time during this process. Please see below for items upcoming. 

  

State Testing – April 19 through May 10 

  

State End-of-Course testing began this week with English I and English II. Students will continue to 

take exams online in the following EOC courses next week: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and 

Biology. Each of these EOC exams will count as 15% of the student final grade for their course. The 

Dual Credit Exam for American History II will also take place. However, this is for a college credit 

opportunity, takes place in May, and does not impact course grade.  

  

Please make sure students are present starting at 9:30am on each of the upcoming testing dates as 

testing will take place in the morning. 

April 26: EOC Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II Subpart 1 and 2 

April 27: EOC Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II Subpart 3 

April 28: EOC Biology  

May 10: Dual Credit American History II 

  

STEM Gala – April 22 

  

The STEM Junior/Senior GALA is tonight - Friday, April 22 - from 7-10pm at the Waterhouse 

Pavilion downtown on the corner of MLK Blvd and Market Street. The "Elegant Night in the 

City" will feature music and dancing, lots of outdoor space to relax and take a break from the 

dance floor, light hors d'oeuvres, a photo booth and the best time with your STEM friends! We are 

excited to have a great time this evening!!! 

  



ER (Extended Remediation) in Grades 9, 10, 12 – May 9 through May 13  

  

At the end of each quarter this year, students have an opportunity to improve all learning target 

grades during ER Week. The May 9 through May 13 week is the final ER Week where students can 

re-submit graded projects for higher levels of proficiency. Students can also re-take assessments to 

earn a higher level of proficiency. Higher levels of proficiency include grades of proficient (85) or 

advanced (100). For students who are struggling with reaching proficient (85), students will have 

an opportunity to work with teachers in focus groups to earn basic (70).  

  

During ER Week, three items take place: student independent work time, workshops run by 

teachers where students choose to attend to get assistance or re-assess, and focus groups where 

students are assigned and required to work with a teacher. New work and assignments are not 

posted during this week. This week is set up as an opportunity for students to improve any 

learning target grade for the semester.  

  

For students in grades 9-10 (underclassmen) who have no missing and/or below basic learning 

targets, these students may continue to work in ER to improve their grades to advanced (100). 

Students will also have an enrichment opportunity for the week – Fabrication Days. For this 

Fabrication Days experience, these students will be working in the Global Center for Digital 

Innovation (GCDI) on STEM design challenges developed by college instructors.  

  

For students in grade 12, this ER Week also has additional differences. When the student no longer 

has any ER work left to remediate, the student is not required to attend school. The student is 

completed with high school graduation requirements! An email will be sent to each grade 12 

student (and parent) that is assigned mandatory ER. Please note that even if the student is not 

assigned mandatory ER, the student is still welcome to come in and participate to improve their 

learning target grade to advanced (100).  

  

----GRADE 12 IMPORTANT: In order to participate in the graduation ceremony, ALL work for ALL 

courses must be satisfactorily completed by end of ER. Otherwise, the grade 12 student will NOT 

be participating in the graduation ceremony.---- 



  

ER (Extended Remediation) in Grade 11 – May 16 through May 20  

  

Grade 11 students, due to semester scheduling items for STEM III, other grade 11 courses and no 

summer school opportunities for grade 11, these students have one additional week of classes. 

This puts their ER week during the May 16 through May 20 timeframe. An email will be sent to 

each grade 11 student (and parent) that is assigned mandatory ER. Please note that even if the 

student is not assigned mandatory ER, the student is still welcome to come in and participate to 

improve their learning target grade to advanced (100).  

  

For students in grade 11, this ER week is the final opportunity to re-submit graded projects for 

higher levels of proficiency and re-take assessments to earn a higher level of proficiency. If the 

student does not complete ALL learning targets to a satisfactorily proficiency, the student will be 

assigned to RETAKE the entire course in grade 12. There is NO summer school opportunity for 

grade 11 students. No work will be accepted after 4:30pm on May 20. Students have ample 

opportunity to make sure all items are completed at the accepted level of proficiency. 

  

For students in grade 11 that do not need ER and are already completed with coursework at a high 

level, those students are being provided the opportunity to complete volunteer and community 

service hours. This opportunity models the vision for our school of positively impacting others 

outside the walls of our school. Ms. Stanley will be sharing the opportunities with the students. We 

highly recommend each of these grade 11 students to complete at least 8 hours of community 

service time during this week. These students will NOT report to STEM during this week. 

  

Inertia Institute and Dividend Day Dates in Grades 9 and 10 – May 16 through May 27 

  

Two activities will take place starting May 16 for students in grades 9 and 10 – Inertia Institute and 

Dividend Days. 

  

Inertia Institute is required for students with learning target items unsatisfactorily done. Inertia is 

defined as an object remaining at rest until a force acts upon it. Consequently, once we complete 



the final ER week, all learning target grades that remain as either missing (0) or below basic (50) 

after May 13 will turn into Edgenuity units for the student to complete start May 16. These 

Edgenuity units are required for successful completion in order for the student to earn course 

credit. For students who continue to have Edgenuity work to complete after May 27, these 

students are REQUIRED to attend in person summer school (June 2021) in order to return to STEM 

in 2022-23.  

  

Dividend Days are enrichment days for students in grade 9 and 10 with ALL learning targets at the 

basic, proficient and advanced status. Dividend days are unique each day. Different STEM teachers 

design each day, so depending on the teachers, the activities are wide-ranging. The activities are 

intended for students to have fun while also having students connect with each other. Activities 

may be inside, may be outside, may be neat or may be messy. We look forward to seeing what the 

teachers design this year!   

  

Graduation – May 19 

  

The Class of 2022 will be graduating on Thursday, May 19 at 7pm in Memorial Auditorium. We are 

super excited to have Memorial Auditorium as our location again this year. There is plenty of space 

so our graduates can invite as many people as they would like, and the weather does not impact 

the ceremony. 

  

End of Year Dates Summary 

  

May 13 – Last Day (All Final Work Submissions) for Grade 12 

May 19 – Graduation Ceremony 

May 20 – Last Day (All Final Work Submissions) for Grade 11 

May 27 – Last Day of School (Half Day) for Grades 9 and 10 

June 6 – First Day of Summer School (Grades 9 and 10 only) 

June 30 – Last Day of Summer School 

  

Email Updates – Posted on Website 



  

These email updates are posted on the STEM School Chattanooga website by clicking Info > 

Communications > Updates. Not only will the current update be viewable, but you can look back 

through updates previously sent. We also share these updates in STEM General for the students in 

Canvas.   

  

Thank you for your support! 

  

Dr. Tony Donen  

Principal 

 
 
April 22, 2022 – STEM School Info 04/022 

  

Parents/Guardians,  

  

We are heading into the final stretch of the year! Please note we are right in the thick of the state 

testing window at this time. It is important for each student who is testing to be present and on 

time during this process. Please see below for items upcoming. 

  

State Testing – April 19 through May 10 

  

State End-of-Course testing began this week with English I and English II. Students will continue to 

take exams online in the following EOC courses next week: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and 

Biology. Each of these EOC exams will count as 15% of the student final grade for their course. The 

Dual Credit Exam for American History II will also take place. However, this is for a college credit 

opportunity, takes place in May, and does not impact course grade.  

  

Please make sure students are present starting at 9:30am on each of the upcoming testing dates as 

testing will take place in the morning. 

April 26: EOC Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II Subpart 1 and 2 



April 27: EOC Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II Subpart 3 

April 28: EOC Biology  

May 10: Dual Credit American History II 

  

STEM Gala – April 22 

  

The STEM Junior/Senior GALA is tonight - Friday, April 22 - from 7-10pm at the Waterhouse 

Pavilion downtown on the corner of MLK Blvd and Market Street. The "Elegant Night in the 

City" will feature music and dancing, lots of outdoor space to relax and take a break from the 

dance floor, light hors d'oeuvres, a photo booth and the best time with your STEM friends! We are 

excited to have a great time this evening!!! 

  

ER (Extended Remediation) in Grades 9, 10, 12 – May 9 through May 13  

  

At the end of each quarter this year, students have an opportunity to improve all learning target 

grades during ER Week. The May 9 through May 13 week is the final ER Week where students can 

re-submit graded projects for higher levels of proficiency. Students can also re-take assessments to 

earn a higher level of proficiency. Higher levels of proficiency include grades of proficient (85) or 

advanced (100). For students who are struggling with reaching proficient (85), students will have 

an opportunity to work with teachers in focus groups to earn basic (70).  

  

During ER Week, three items take place: student independent work time, workshops run by 

teachers where students choose to attend to get assistance or re-assess, and focus groups where 

students are assigned and required to work with a teacher. New work and assignments are not 

posted during this week. This week is set up as an opportunity for students to improve any 

learning target grade for the semester.  

  

For students in grades 9-10 (underclassmen) who have no missing and/or below basic learning 

targets, these students may continue to work in ER to improve their grades to advanced (100). 

Students will also have an enrichment opportunity for the week – Fabrication Days. For this 



Fabrication Days experience, these students will be working in the Global Center for Digital 

Innovation (GCDI) on STEM design challenges developed by college instructors.  

  

For students in grade 12, this ER Week also has additional differences. When the student no longer 

has any ER work left to remediate, the student is not required to attend school. The student is 

completed with high school graduation requirements! An email will be sent to each grade 12 

student (and parent) that is assigned mandatory ER. Please note that even if the student is not 

assigned mandatory ER, the student is still welcome to come in and participate to improve their 

learning target grade to advanced (100).  

  

----GRADE 12 IMPORTANT: In order to participate in the graduation ceremony, ALL work for ALL 

courses must be satisfactorily completed by end of ER. Otherwise, the grade 12 student will NOT 

be participating in the graduation ceremony.---- 

  

ER (Extended Remediation) in Grade 11 – May 16 through May 20  

  

Grade 11 students, due to semester scheduling items for STEM III, other grade 11 courses and no 

summer school opportunities for grade 11, these students have one additional week of classes. 

This puts their ER week during the May 16 through May 20 timeframe. An email will be sent to 

each grade 11 student (and parent) that is assigned mandatory ER. Please note that even if the 

student is not assigned mandatory ER, the student is still welcome to come in and participate to 

improve their learning target grade to advanced (100).  

  

For students in grade 11, this ER week is the final opportunity to re-submit graded projects for 

higher levels of proficiency and re-take assessments to earn a higher level of proficiency. If the 

student does not complete ALL learning targets to a satisfactorily proficiency, the student will be 

assigned to RETAKE the entire course in grade 12. There is NO summer school opportunity for 

grade 11 students. No work will be accepted after 4:30pm on May 20. Students have ample 

opportunity to make sure all items are completed at the accepted level of proficiency. 

  



For students in grade 11 that do not need ER and are already completed with coursework at a high 

level, those students are being provided the opportunity to complete volunteer and community 

service hours. This opportunity models the vision for our school of positively impacting others 

outside the walls of our school. Ms. Stanley will be sharing the opportunities with the students. We 

highly recommend each of these grade 11 students to complete at least 8 hours of community 

service time during this week. These students will NOT report to STEM during this week. 

  

Inertia Institute and Dividend Day Dates in Grades 9 and 10 – May 16 through May 27 

  

Two activities will take place starting May 16 for students in grades 9 and 10 – Inertia Institute and 

Dividend Days. 

  

Inertia Institute is required for students with learning target items unsatisfactorily done. Inertia is 

defined as an object remaining at rest until a force acts upon it. Consequently, once we complete 

the final ER week, all learning target grades that remain as either missing (0) or below basic (50) 

after May 13 will turn into Edgenuity units for the student to complete start May 16. These 

Edgenuity units are required for successful completion in order for the student to earn course 

credit. For students who continue to have Edgenuity work to complete after May 27, these 

students are REQUIRED to attend in person summer school (June 2021) in order to return to STEM 

in 2022-23.  

  

Dividend Days are enrichment days for students in grade 9 and 10 with ALL learning targets at the 

basic, proficient and advanced status. Dividend days are unique each day. Different STEM teachers 

design each day, so depending on the teachers, the activities are wide-ranging. The activities are 

intended for students to have fun while also having students connect with each other. Activities 

may be inside, may be outside, may be neat or may be messy. We look forward to seeing what the 

teachers design this year!   

  

Graduation – May 19 

  



The Class of 2022 will be graduating on Thursday, May 19 at 7pm in Memorial Auditorium. We are 

super excited to have Memorial Auditorium as our location again this year. There is plenty of space 

so our graduates can invite as many people as they would like, and the weather does not impact 

the ceremony. 

  

End of Year Dates Summary 

  

May 13 – Last Day (All Final Work Submissions) for Grade 12 

May 19 – Graduation Ceremony 

May 20 – Last Day (All Final Work Submissions) for Grade 11 

May 27 – Last Day of School (Half Day) for Grades 9 and 10 

June 6 – First Day of Summer School (Grades 9 and 10 only) 

June 30 – Last Day of Summer School 

  

Email Updates – Posted on Website 

  

These email updates are posted on the STEM School Chattanooga website by clicking Info > 

Communications > Updates. Not only will the current update be viewable, but you can look back 

through updates previously sent. We also share these updates in STEM General for the students in 

Canvas.   

  

Thank you for your support! 

  

Dr. Tony Donen  

Principal 

 
 
April 8, 2022 – STEM School Info 04/08 

  

Parents/Guardians,  

  



Spring Break for Hamilton County Schools is here! Please see below for details upcoming. Next 

STEM Info email update will be Friday, April 22. 

   

Spring Break – April 11-15 

  

There are no STEM School classes during the Hamilton County Schools spring break from April 11 

through April 15. However, college classes are in session. Students with college classes are still 

expected to attend their Chattanooga State courses. Please note that no buses will run that week.  

  

State Testing – April 19 through May 10 

  

State End-of-Course and Dual Credit testing will begin the first week back after spring break. 

Students will take exams online in the following EOC courses: English I, English II, Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II, and Biology. Each of these EOC exams will count as 15% of the student final 

grade for their course. The Dual Credit Exam for American History II will also take place. However, 

this is for college credit opportunity and does not impact course grade.  

  

Please make sure students are present starting at 9:30am on each of these testing dates as testing 

will take place in the morning. 

  

April 19: EOC English I and English II Subpart 1 

April 20: EOC English I and English II Subpart 2 

April 21: EOC English I and English II Subpart 3 

April 26: EOC Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II Subpart 1 and 2 

April 27: EOC Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II Subpart 3 

April 28: EOC Biology 

May 10: Dual Credit American History II 

  

STEM Gala – Apr 22 

  



The STEM Junior/Senior GALA will be held Friday, April 22 from 7-10pm at the Waterhouse 

Pavilion downtown on the corner of MLK Blvd and Market Street. The "Elegant Night in the 

City" will feature music and dancing, lots of outdoor space to relax and take a break from the dance 

floor, light hors d'oeuvres, a photo booth and the best time with your STEM friends! Students may 

bring one guest from outside of STEM with an approved permission form. All students and guests 

will need a ticket. It will be a fantastic night you won't want to miss! Tickets may be purchased 

at online tickets. Questions? Connect with Ms. Parris (parris_jennifer@hcde.org). 

  

Email Updates – Posted on Website 

  

These email updates are posted on the STEM School Chattanooga website by clicking Info > 

Communications > Updates. Not only will the current update be viewable, but you can look back 

through updates previously sent. We also share these updates in STEM General for the students in 

Canvas.   

  

Thank you for your support! 

  

Dr. Tony Donen  

Principal 

  

 
April 1, 2022 – STEM School Info 04/01 

 

Parents/Guardians,  

  

Happy April 1! Today is a big day for our staff. We have a House competition day that includes the 

staff vs student basketball game. Why so big? The staff has never lost, and we look forward to 

keeping that streak alive! Here are some items of note for you as we start into April.  

  

Math and ELA Support Labs – Before and After School 

https://osp.osmsinc.com/HamiltonTN/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed%20List%20with%20Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=DL521
mailto:parris_jennifer@hcde.org


  

We are excited to have offered the Math and English Language Arts support labs this year. Students 

participating have been able to receive assistance directly from certified instructors during this time. 

Here are the remaining dates, times and locations for the end of this year. Any student can attend 

any lab. No signup is needed. 

  

Math is in Mr. Christopher's, Mrs Jaynes' or Dr Williamson's rooms. 

English is in Mrs. Bolus' or Mrs Brockelbank's rooms. 

  

Week of April 4-8 

---Math - before school from 8:30 - 9:15 on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

---English - after school from 4:30 - 5:30 on Tuesday and Thursday 

  

Week of April 18-22 

---Math - before school from 8:30 - 9:15 on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

---English - after school from 4:30 - 5:30 on Tuesday and Thursday 

  

Week of April 25-29 

---Math - before school from 8:30 - 9:15 on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

---English - after school from 4:30 - 5:30 on Tuesday and Thursday 

  

Week of May 2-6 

---Math - before school from 8:30 - 9:15 on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

---English - after school from 4:30 - 5:30 on Tuesday and Thursday 

  

Discipline Oversight Committee 

  

As part of our efforts through the student senate and the school culture and diversity committee to 

continue to promote a positive and purposeful school culture, we have formed a discipline oversight 

committee. The committee will review discipline situations as requested by students, parents or 



staff. The goal is to review items addressed, procedures and make recommendations for 

improvement where needed. 

  

If you have been following Hamilton School Board meetings, a topic that continues to re-surface is 

bullying and harassment issues. The county has guidelines and procedures for students who are 

disciplined to request an appeal. However, for victims there is no formal appeal for review. Our 

Discipline Oversight Committee is a step we are pursuing at STEM to see if we can develop a 

formal process for those impacted to request a non-biased group to review the situation. Our 

committee will be made up of three teachers and three students who will review administrative 

procedures, results, and interventions applied. Ultimately, we hope this process will provide us the 

opportunity for additional accountability and feedback to continually improve our school. In 

addition, create a model that can help Hamilton County. 

  

Yearbooks 

  

The STEM 2021-22 Yearbooks are on sale now for ONLY $31.08! Yearbooks must be 

purchased through the TreeRing website, and please remember that we do NOT order 

extra books for sale at the school. ONLY the books purchased through TreeRing will be 

printed and delivered. 

---Yearbooks can only be purchased online through your TreeRing account - Use your HCDE email 

and password to sign in:link to TreeRing sign in 

---Once purchased, students can create 2 personalized pages for FREE that will only print in 

their personal yearbook! 

---The deadline for purchasing Yearbooks, purchasing/creating personal ads, and creating your 

personalized pages is May 6th. 

  

If you have trouble accessing your account or have any questions, please email Ms. 

Bolus at bolus_lisa@hcde.orgfor help. (If you are a new 10th, 11th, or 12th grader this 

year, email Ms. Bolus to create your account.)  

  

https://legacy.treering.com/supportSignin
mailto:bolus_lisa@hcde.org


Spring Break – April 11-15 

  

There are no STEM School classes during the Hamilton County Schools spring break from April 11 

through April 15. However, college classes are in session. Students with college classes are still 

expected to attend their Chattanooga State courses. Please note that no buses will run that week.  

  

State Testing – April 19 through May 10 

  

State End-of-Course and Dual Credit testing will begin the first week back after spring break. 

Students will take exams online in the following EOC courses: English I, English II, Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II, and Biology. Each of these EOC exams will count as 15% of the student final 

grade for their course. The Dual Credit Exam for American History II will also take place. However, 

this is for college credit opportunity and does not impact course grade. 

  

Historically, our students have done very well on these exams, and we look forward to their efforts 

and successes again this year. 

  

STEM Gala – Apr 22 

  

The STEM Junior/Senior GALA will be held Friday, April 22 from 7-10pm at the Waterhouse 

Pavilion downtown on the corner of MLK Blvd and Market Street. The "Elegant Night in the 

City" will feature music and dancing, lots of outdoor space to relax and take a break from the dance 

floor, light hors d'oeuvres, a photo booth and the best time with your STEM friends! Students may 

bring one guest from outside of STEM with an approved permission form. All students and guests 

will need a ticket. It will be a fantastic night you won't want to miss! Tickets may be purchased 

at online tickets. Questions? Connect with Ms. Parris (parris_jennifer@hcde.org). 

  

Email Updates – Posted on Website 

  

These email updates are posted on the STEM School Chattanooga website by clicking Info > 

Communications > Updates. Not only will the current update by viewable, but you can look back 

https://osp.osmsinc.com/HamiltonTN/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed%20List%20with%20Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=DL521
mailto:parris_jennifer@hcde.org


through updates previously sent. We also share these updates in STEM General for the students in 

Canvas.   

  

Thank you for your support! 

  

Dr. Tony Donen  

Principal 

 


